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As we well know, Advent comes around—sneaks 
up on us—every year. The world speeds up, the 
calendar fills, and suddenly we find ourselves at the 
threshold of another New Year. For those of us in 
ministry, it can feel as though Christmas is always 
just around the corner—planning, preparing, 
repeating familiar tasks. Despite the repetition in our 
lives, however, Advent isn’t meant 
to be a reminder of circularity: it’s a 
reminder of interruption. It tells us 
that God steps into real time, real 
pressures, real weariness—and 
meets us there. I hope that fact is 
as comforting to you as it is to me!

It’s been a full year in the life of our 
church. I know this and I’ve only 
been around for half of it! And it’s 
been full in the way that real life is 
full: a mixture of joy, fatigue, 
growth, challenges, and signs of 
grace that arrive without fanfare. 
As we head into the Christmas season, I’m mindful 
of how much we’ve asked of one another, and how 
generously people have continued to respond. 
Volunteers who keep turning up. Leaders who give 
time they don’t really have. Quiet acts of service no 
one sees. None of it is wasted, and all of it is part of 
the way a church grows simply by being the church 
together.

Looking ahead, there is much that invites both 
excitement and prayerful patience. Bubble Church, 
our emerging gathering for young families, is 
beginning to take shape. It represents more than a 

new programme—it’s a way of saying that the next 
generation is not an afterthought but a central 
focus. They are to be a vital, joyful part of our 
church’s future, to carry the torch of faith forward in 
our community when many of us are gone.

We are also stepping into new conversations about 
our buildings and the stewardship of our space. 
Buildings are never the point, but they are tools that 
can either restrict or release ministry. Our hope is 
that any developments in the coming year will help 

us serve our communities with 
greater hospitality, flexibility, and 
imagination.

But at the centre of all this—with 
or without new initiatives—stands 
the gospel itself. Jesus does not 
ask us to be busy or impressive; 
he asks us to be faithful. Advent 
gives us permission to slow 
down enough to remember that 
(believe it or not!). Christmas 
anchors that memory in flesh and 
blood: God choosing to dwell 

with us, not above us. And the New Year invites us, 
once more, to begin again with open hands.

May this season be one in which we make room: 
for our friends and families, neighbours and 
strangers—but above all, for the one who is the 
‘reason for the season’. May you all make room for 
Christ this Christmas, and may that room be 
abundantly filled.

Yours,

  Dear Friends……

Sunday Service Livestream
The service will be livestreamed to our YouTube Channel at 10.30am.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ-wWCO2QUvEU8BhPTq_xfA  

Rev Daniel
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Messages
  CHILDREN AND FAMILIES NEWS

Travelling Nativity

Our travelling nativity is back for another year. This is a 
chance for us as a congregation to share in the building 
excitement as we journey through Advent. Sign up to put up the 
nativity at home for a night and then pass it on to the next folk the 
day after. Whilst it is with you please do snap a picture for us to post on 
our social media. All are welcome to take part and you can sign up at:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10C0A4BAAA92BA2FAC25-60739450-travelling

 

Family Services in December

Join us for our nativity service led by our young folk on Sunday 21st 
December. As always feel free to put on your best Christmas jumper and 
join in the fun at 10:30 in Trinity Church.

On Christmas Eve our pop up nativity service will take place at 4pm in 
Trinity. This year we will be going on an Amazing Advent-ure. Please do 
come along and join in the fun. Bonus points for those that dress up as 
their favourite characters from the nativity story! 

Join us for our Christingle service 
at 6.30pm in Kingwells Village Hall 
on Christmas Eve. We’ll have a 
mix of stories and carols as we 
come together to celebrate. And of 
course, we’l l make our own 
Christingles to help us get in the 
spirit!

If you want to know more about any of these activities please do get in 
touch with me on developmentworker13@gmail.com

  Callum’s Corner

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

  7th Dec 10.30am Advent 2 Skene
14th Dec 10.30am Advent 3 Skene
14th Dec   2.00pm Service of Remembrance 

and Thanksgiving Trinity
14th Dec   7.00pm Carols by Candlelight Skene
21st Dec 10.30am Advent 4 and Family Nativity Trinity
24th Dec   4.00pm Family Christmas Eve Trinity
24th Dec   6.30pm Christingle Service Kingswells Village Hall
24th Dec 11.15pm Watchnight Service Skene
25th Dec 10.00am Christmas Day Service Skene



Other News
1st SKENE BOYS’ BRIGADE
Our new session is well underway with good numbers in all sections.  

During the holidays some Company section boys spent time helping process Christmas 
boxes to be sent to Ukrainian orphans.  Company section also attended the recent 
Armistice service at Skene Kirk.  

Anchors and Juniors have enjoyed an evening potting up bulbs in time for spring time.  A 
film show evening raised £185 towards Children in Need.

All sections are looking forward to 
our trip to the pantomine at the Tivoli 
Theatre on Friday 12th December.

We wil l be running our usual 
Christmas card delivery service in 
Westhill and Kirkton of Skene.  Card 
delivery is by donation, with 60p 
being suggested.  The boxes will 
appear in Trinity and Skene Kirk at 
the s tar t o f December.   Last 
Collection will be 12 noon on 
Wednesday 17th December.  This 
allows sorting before our final 
meeting of the year on the 19th.  

We still have spaces and will be delighted to welcome any new starts.  Anchor boys (P1 to P3) meet at Trinity 
church on Friday 6:30 to 7:45 pm, Juniors (P4-6) Westhill Academy 6:30 to 8:00 pm and Company section (P7 
upwards) Westhill Academy 6:30 to 9:00pm. If you are interested, please come along and give it a try. 

 Niall MacBeath - Company Captain

Contact: niall.macbeath@btinternet.com
or via our Facebook page: 1st Skene-Westhill Boys' Brigade

UPDATE ON SKENE KIRK
Many will know we had a very successful “Town Hall” meeting in October when the future of Skene Kirk was 
discussed.  We were reminded that the Presbytery Plan currently shows the Kirk as “due to be under review” 
from 2027.  Many views were expressed on retaining our beautiful sanctuary, as well as the views of potential 
uses.

The Fabrics Committee of the Church has formed a “Utilisation Group” who have been tasked to review potential 
extra uses for the building : to add to the faith-based events, and to consider ‘secular’ uses like choirs, music 
groups, brass-band concerts etc.

The group are also to look at options for some 
changes to seating, toilets and heating to be able to 
answer the questions raised on potential development 
of the building.  The aim is to allow better uses, beyond 
the Sunday Services, and to engage with local 
businesses to develop joint celebration events.

A report on the options to increase the utilisation of 
Skene Kirk is expected in mid 2026, along with the 
plans to increase our own use of the building.

If you want to know more, offer to help the utilisation 
group, or be part of hosting music events please 
contact Rev Daniel.



Notices
We remember with thanksgiving 
those who have died recently, and  
we offer their relatives our prayerful 
sympathy:

CHURCH OFFICE
Eva Will is available from 9.00am to noon on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.  Please get in touch by phone 
or email.

tel: 01224 742512
email: secretary.kingshillparish@gmail.com 

SAFEGUARDING
The safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
in our community is of vital importance. If you see or 
hear something that concerns you, please do 
something.
For anything connected to the Church, contact 
Sheena McIntosh, Ann Paterson or Audrey Walker, 
Safeguarding Coordinators through 
Safeguarding.kingshillparish@gmail.com
For non-church concerns, contact either the local 
social work service or the police. Contact details 
can be found on the Safeguarding page of Kingshill 
Parish Church website.

COME AND SING
The Christmas Lights at Westhill 
Shopping Centre will be switched 
on Saturday 6th December from 
4-5pm.  

Why not come along and join in 
the community singing?

Alexander Campbell Kingswells
Madge Phillips Glasgoforest
Mary Singer Westfield Gardens

CAROLS AND BEERS
We have been asked to sing at 
the Broadstraik's charity “Carols 
and Beers” on Sunday 21st 
December from 6.00pm.
They will be raising funds for the 
foodbank. 
If you would like to go along to this, please let the 
office know as they would like an idea of 
numbers. Mince pies provided! 

CHRISTMAS CARD DELIVERY SERVICE
The BB post box will be taking orders from Monday 
1st December until 12 noon on 
Wednesday 17th December.  
Charges are as per last year: 
by donation but a suggested 
minimum of 60p.  

A reminder that we can only 
deliver in  Westhill and Kirkton 
of Skene.  

WARM WEDNESDAYS
The December Warm 
Wednesday will be from 12-2pm 
in the Lounge at Trinity on 
Wednesday 10 December 
2025.  

We look forward to seeing you there, both regulars 
and anyone new who would like to come along.  

The 2026 dates for Warm Wednesdays will be 14 
January, 11 February, 11 March, 8 April and 13 May.

May we take this opportunity to wish you all a very 
merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Sheila, Ann, Sheena 
and Flora

KINGSHILL ANGELS
During the season of Advent, 
you may be surprised to see 
some little angels appearing 
on trees and bushes around 
the parish of Kingshill.  
These have been lovingly 
knitted by members of the 
congregation.  If you should 

be lucky enough to spot one, then please take the 
angel home as a gift to you this Christmas from 
Kingshill Parish Church.

Love came down at Christmas,
Star and Angel gave the sign


